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Breaking 
news...
The canal is shut to through 
navigation this year. See Editorial 
and Chairman’s Chat inside.
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EDITORIAL

SHOCKING news of canal closure came in 
just as Canal News was going to press. When 
the winter shutdown ends the bridge at 
Bonnybridge will remain shut for the whole 
year and it is likely that Twechar bridge will also 
remain shut, unless Scottish Canals can raise 
vital funding for repairs.
There are many dire consequences, including: 
• The holiday hire fleet, based at the Falkirk 
Wheel, will be unable to access most of the 
Forth and Clyde Canal
• Transit boats will no longer be able to get 
through from the North Sea to the Clyde and 
Islands
• Our canal society, with all boats currently 
based in Kirkintilloch, will be unable to do 
school cruises and charters from Auchinstarry
• Our canal society boats, and other canal 
boat users, will have no access to the fuelling 
facilities at Auchinstarry, the only one available 
to all boaters on the summit pound
•Auchinstarry Marina, the most popular on the 
canal, will be isolated from most of the canal.

We know that most canal users are not 
boaters. Most are cyclists, walkers, joggers, etc. 
The towpath will continue in use. 

But boats bring life and heart to the canal. 

People like to see boats cruising past and boats 
will be badly restricted.

Our Society campaigned since we started in 
1980 for the reopening of the once derelict 
canals and creation of the Millennium Link. 
Canal restoration has brought new vitality 
to many canal side communities with clear 
benefits spreading well beyond the canals 
themselves. Scottish Canals estimate more than 
£500 million has been invested in economic 
regeneration along the canal corridor since 
reopening. It will be a bitter blow to all these 
communities if their canal, brought back to 
full life just 18 years ago, now sees the start of 
death by a thousand cuts.

Please contact your MSP’s, councillors and 
Scottish Canals. Also write to Humza Yousaf, 
Minister of Transport and the Islands, T3.24, 
Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh EH99 1SP.

Make your voice heard and rally round. 
Keep in touch through all our information 

systems, page 23.

Yes, we have used the same cover picture as our 
last issue. Auchinstarry Marina will be isolated 
from the rest of the canal system and Voyager can 
no longer get there.

CANAL CLOSED FOR 2018!

Goodbye to all this? - Boat rally at Auchinstarry



  www.forthandclyde.org.uk  CANAL NEWS  3

Forth & Clyde Canal Society

News p06 Features p10 In Focus p14 Society p18 Events p24

CONTENTS Issue 166 Spring 2018

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT
Welcome
Welcome to 2018 and the first Chairman’s Chat 
for this year. Well as you can read from my name 
below you can guess I was re-elected to Chair 
the Society for another year. I am pleased that 
the members at the AGM felt that I was suitable 
to hold the position for another year and I hope 
this belief will continue throughout the coming 
term.

For the information of those who were not at 
the A.G.M at the end of November 2017, all the 
committee were re-elected and again I thank 
them for their efforts in keeping the Society 
operating as it does. I reiterate here some 
comments that I made at the AG.M. regarding 
the committee. Some of them have been there 
for quite some time and I myself have been 
involved in the committee in some role for 
almost 14 years (others have been there a lot 
longer). We do have some newer and younger 
faces, but they are in the minority. It would be 
good to get some fresh young blood into the 
committee to build for the future. Perhaps some 
of you reading this might consider getting more 
involved to help the Society look to its future 
role on the Forth and Clyde Canal and in the 
operation of the Scottish Canal Network by 
trying to work with Scottish Canals Board and 
Management Team.

Having mentioned the Scottish Canals Board, 
we tried something different at the last A.G.M. 
when we invited Mr Andrew Thin, Chairman 
of Scottish Canals Board along to speak to us 

about the Boards work in managing the Scottish 
Canal Network. Andrew had been invited to 
speak to the committee earlier in the year and, 
so we asked him to come and speak to a wider 
audience. We were going to put some of our 
notes on his presentation in this Canal News 
and we sent it to him for consideration and the 
option to submit his own article. He opted for 
the latter, which you should find in this issue. 
From my own personal viewpoint, I cannot 
say that his comments at the A.G.M. filled me 
with optimism for the future of the Lowland 
Canals, especially the Forth and Clyde. His 
comments in relation to the funding to carry 
out the extensive maintenance required to keep 
water based operations moving filled me with 
dread as to what the future may hold. Whilst I 
understand that the Scottish Government do not 
have a bottomless money pot to keep pouring 
money into the canal maintenance when there 
are essential services to be funded, the Scottish 
Government took on the role of looking after 
our canal network when the British Waterways, 
south of the border, moved to becoming a Trust. 
They, the Scottish Government, took on this 
role, I don’t think they were forced into it, so 
they have moral responsibility, as do the Scottish 
Canals Board and Management, to ensure our 
canal network thrives for boaters as well as 
other users.

I do hope my coming year as Chair of this 
Society allows me to continue to communicate 
with Scottish Canals management, as it did 
at times last year, and despite differences in 
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opinion we manage to keep talking throughout. 
I guess if you feel strongly enough about keeping 
a piece of canal history as an operational, 
working piece and not stagnant pond, then 
sometimes you must fight for it and have 
differences with management. Here’s looking to 
2018 and best wishes to you all.

Best wishes
Robert Welsh, Chairman

BREAKING NEWS: 30 Jan 2018
IF YOU have just read my Chairman’s Chat in 
this issue you will remember I spoke of the 
responsibility the Scottish Government and the 
Scottish Canals Board and Management has to 
maintain our canals in a fashion to allow ALL 
user access to its history heritage and natural 
surroundings.

Well this morning I was at a meeting during 
which a senior member of the Scottish Canals 
management astounded those present with 
telling us that the Forth and Clyde Canal will be 
closed to through traffic at the Bonnybridge road 
bridge due to ongoing issues with the lifting 
system of the bridge and the fact that they do 
not have the money to carry out any repair at 
this time. He further said that the canal will be 
closed to through traffic for 2018 season and 
a date for the repair could not be given as they 
had to try and find funding.

He also went on to say that the Twechar 

Bridge was also causing issues and would be 
investigated over the next couple of months 
to ascertain what repairs were needed and the 
costing of such repair. It was possible, he said, 
that this bridge could be closed to through traffic 
as well, basically cutting off Auchinstarry Basin 
from the rest of the canal system.

The faults with these bridges are not sudden 
or new and were, in Scottish Canals parlance, 
“being managed” to allow boat operations over 
the past year or more. It is now a sad fact that 
for the time being, and I say hopefully for the 
time being, we are back to pre-Millennium days 
when one cannot sail the Forth and Clyde Canal 
from end to end. Once again, I reiterate my 
words from the original Chairman’s Chat. The 
Scottish Government have a responsibility to 
maintain the Scottish people’s canal system, and 
it is the people’s canal system as it is publicly 
funded through the Scottish Government. They 
took on that responsibility and should deal with 
the fact they took this on knowing that it would 
require maintenance, or did they? 

Best wishes
Robert Welsh, Chairman

Back to this? The bad 
old days when we had to 

crane boats in and out 
of the canal and move 

them by lorry round 
bridges.
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Charter a  
Society Boat
The Canal Society has a fleet of three boats available for charter. Each boat comes 
fully crewed. Our boats are an ideal way to enjoy a family celebration or enjoy a cruise 
for your organisation. Each boat has a galley to organise your own catering.

VOYAGER 
Up to 45 passengers or maybe 
40 if you are catering. Hourly 
rate of £130 first hour.

GIPSY 
PRINCESS 
up to 25 passengers or maybe 
20 if you are catering. Hourly 
rate of £105 for first hour.

MARYHILL 
up to 6 passengers. Each charter 
is considered on its merits and 
the lowest figure would be £50.

Charges are reduced for second and subsequent hours at progressively reducing rates and a full 
day charter may enjoy a discount. Charities, youth groups and other eligible organisations may be 
considered for a reduction on the final figure calculated.
The boats are generally based at the Stables Restaurant, Kirkintilloch G66 1RH. Cruises can also start 
at Southbank Marina in Kirkintilloch, Spiers Wharf in Glasgow and Auchinstarry Basin, Kilsyth, by 
special arrangement. One way trips are also sometimes available to Glasgow, Auchinstarry and the 
Falkirk Wheel, and are advertised on our website.

Telephone bookings to Robert Irvine 01236 735533
Further information www.forthandclyde.org.uk
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Great Start to the 
Cruising Year
A full boat load of canal enthusiasts celebrated 
the new cruising year on the Canal Society’s 
traditional New Year cruise. Voyager was still 
decked out in festive finery as she set sail 
from Kirkintilloch’s Southbank Marina, past 
The Stables and round the Cadder Bends, 
to Bishopbriggs and back. A large flock of 
whooper swans and greylag geese were 
enjoying a flooded field beside the canal, and 
a kingfisher flashed by.

Linear Park for Bowling
Inspired by New York City’s ‘High Line’, a 
new linear park is to be created at the canal’s 
western gateway. Planning Consent has now 
been given to transform the 120 year old 
railway viaduct at Bowling Harbour into a 
new linear park and pathway. 

This is the latest stage in a £3.2 million 

project to breathe new life into the area. 
Helen Huws, Scottish Canals Design and 
Development Manager said “Our recent win at 
the Scottish Government’s Awards for Quality 
in Planning was a fantastic accolade for the 
masterplan we’ve helped shape with the local 
community”. 

The new pathway will link the canal towpath 
with the Loch Lomond cycleway and David 
Keane of cycle charity Sustrans says it has 
“great potential to attract people to the area”.

New Marina for Firhill
The ‘Evening Times’ carried a big front page 
story on Scottish Canals planning application 
for a new marina at Firhill Basin, by the 
football stadium. 

The application is for 26 residential 
moorings, 12 floating pontoons, and 75 hook-
ups for temporary moorings. The development 
also includes a water sports pavilion, housing, 
three pedestrian bridges and bridge to the 
linear island to access houseboat moorings.

New Year cruise aboard Voyager
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Scottish Waterways 
Trust
Congratulations to the Trust on being 
awarded ‘Community Charity of the Year’ 
and voted as ‘People’s Choice’ at the Charity 
Champion Awards. This year they have wide 
range of projects including Green Action in 
Falkirk which helps 16-24 year olds gain a 
range of practical conservation skills. Other 
projects include Walks for Wellbeing, Love 
Your Canal volunteering in Glasgow, schools 
heritage projects, and a variety of projects on 
the Union, Crinan and Caledonian canals.

Hire Boats Cruise On
A new partnership has been agreed between 
Scottish Canals and three hire boat fleets, 
ABC Boat Hire, Black Prince and Marine 
Cruises, all based at The Falkirk Wheel. 
Nineteen holiday boats and seven hire boat 
staff are covered by the new agreement, 
ensuring holidaymakers can continue to 

enjoy a cruise. Katie Hughes, Scottish Canals 
Director of Estates and Commerce, said 
“We are absolutely delighted with this new 
partnership, our nations canals are in a state 
of renaissance and more and more people are 
looking to explore the many wonders of our 
inland waterways”.

Archives Open to 
Public
The public can now explore 250 years of 
canal history by studying old canal archives. 
Many of Scottish Canals most important 
documents have been transferred to the 
National Records of Scotland (NRS). Maps, 
plans, documents etc. detailing our canals 
vital role in Scotland’s industrial past 
include such gems as the diagram for the 
Monkland Canal’s inclined plane at Blackhill. 
An Admiralty Order from World War II to 
“extinguish all lights” on the Caledonian 
Canal is included, and even up to date plans 
for the Millennium Link, Helix and Kelpies. 

Artist’s impression of the new Linear Park at Bowling
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Thousands of records have been transferred 
to the expert care and conservation of NRS. 
Angharad Stockwell, Scottish Canals records 
officer, says “Our record stores hold some 
incredible documents that give a real insight 

into the elegant engineering and unforgettable 
stories of Scotland’s canals, providing a 
snapshot of pivotal moments in both the 
history of our canals and Scotland itself”.

Another Busy Year 
Ahead
Our Society got 2018 off to a good start 
with the New Year cruise on January 2nd 
and members lunch on January 20th. We 
have evening talks lined up, in February 
on Mugdock Park, and in March on ‘Two 
Men on a Boat’. There are five walks to 
enjoy in February and March, from Kilsyth, 
Kirkintilloch and Twechar. 

Boat charters are off to an early start, crew 
training starts in April, members cruises and 
Saturday public sailings start in May. See 
Events on back page and keep up to date with 
our ‘Canal Infomatrix’ on page 23.

Above: Engineering drawings of the proposed inclined plane at 
Blackhill on the Monklands Canal taken from the archives of 
Scottish Canals at the National Records of Scotland

Boats for hire at the Falkirk Wheel
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Historical snapshot of the
Forth & Clyde Canal Society
‘LIVING HISTORY’ is the business of the Forth 
and Clyde Canal Society. Over many years 
we campaigned successfully for the canal’s 
restoration as a living working waterway. Now 
we help keep it alive by running boats and 
giving the public the chance to get afloat on 
this historic waterway. We also give talks, lead 
walks, produce publications, hold meetings 
and socials, and continue campaigning.

The Forth and Clyde Canal was, and again 
is, a highly successful canal. Construction 
started in 1768 and by 1773, just five years 
later, it was in operation from the Forth to 
Kirkintilloch. It reached Glasgow in 1775 
and the Clyde at Bowling in 1790. It was 
a herculean achievement by engineers and 
navvies working with just picks and shovels. 
The canal kick started the industrial revolution 
in central Scotland. Coal and ironstone barges, 
passenger boats, fishing vessels and pleasure 
steamers all used the canal. The Clyde Puffers 
were built on the canal. But on 1st January 
1963 the canal was closed, an incredibly short 
sighted act.

Just eight years later, volunteers established 
the Scottish Inland Waterways Association 
to campaign for canal restoration. Two years 
later the Strathkelvin Canal Park Group 
proposed a country park along the rural 
stretch of the canal. Enthusiasm built and soon 
monumental volunteer lock clear ups, public 
canal rallies using small boats, exhibitions, 
meetings and talks all started to have an 
effect. In 1977 the canal side Local Authorities 
set up a Working Party and in 1979 this 
recommended a formal Local Plan for the 
canal. This prompted canal campaigners to set 
up the Forth and Clyde Canal Society (FCCS) 
in 1980.

All this mushrooming of activity led to 
the return of big boats to the canal, after an 
absence of nearly 20 years. FCCS led the way 
by converting a redundant Govan Ferry to the 
‘Ferry Queen’, cruising at Bowling in 1981 and 
then Kirkintilloch. Over the decade she was 
joined by the ‘Caledonian’ restaurant barge, 
the ‘Yarrow Seagull’ which was built for the 
very successful Seagull Trust by the Yarrow 

Puffers at Hays Yard, Kirkintilloch
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shipyard apprentices, and the ‘Lady Margaret’ 
cruising restaurant. FCCS started ‘Gipsy Barge’ 
sailings at Auchinstarry in 1987 and launched 
the new build ‘Gipsy Princess’ there in 1990.

Meanwhile we continued holding meetings 
and rallies, giving innumerable talks, 
publishing leaflets and ‘Canal News’. We 
published the first ‘Forth and Clyde Canal 
Guidebook’ in 1985 with further editions 
in later years. Guthrie Hutton’s excellent 
Stenlake series of canal books brought canal 
history to life. Campaigning and lobbying 
continued and our partnership with the canal 
side Local Authorities and British Waterways 
bore fruit in 1988 with the adoption of a new 
Local Plan for the canal.

The Glasgow Canal Project in 1988 saw 
major engineering works to restore navigation 
between British Waterways Scottish HQ in 

Glasgow and Kirkintilloch. This major scheme 
showed what could be done and in 1994 
the Millennium Link bid for £78 million was 
launched to restore the entire canal system 
from Forth to Clyde and from Glasgow to 
Edinburgh. FCCS organised massive public 
support and, after many heart stopping ups 
and downs, the bid was successful in 1999. 
This was a very complex civil engineering 
project spread over many sites and meeting 
many challenges. Yet it was completed pretty 
much to time and budget. The celebration 
flotilla from Falkirk to Bowling in May 2001 
was met with crowds and cheers from all 
communities along the way.

The restored canal has proved a major 
success, helping to revitalise communities 
and draw in visitors. Development continues, 
with the Wheel and Kelpies in Falkirk, the 
new Carron connection in Grangemouth and 
the reconnection to Port Dundas in Glasgow. 
The kayaking centre there is a great success. 
Marinas have been built at Auchinstarry and 
Kirkintilloch, and Bowling Basin has been 
reinvigorated. Meanwhile FCCS added ‘Janet 
Telford’, ‘Voyager’ and ‘Maryhill’ to its fleet 
and continued to campaign against the threat 
to build the new M80 along the canal. This 
threat, first raised in 1975, was finally put to 
rest in 2005.

FCCS now runs a fleet of boats, helps with 
volunteer work parties, holds meetings, 
walks and talks, and continues to lobby and 
campaign. Our mini-magazine ‘Canal News’ 
runs topical and historical articles, plus news 
and events. We have an outstanding crew 
training programme and an innovative though 
hard pressed maintenance team. Come and 
join us, and help us to help the canals, and 
have a lot of fun in the process.

Membership: £25 family, £20 member,  
£12 concessions.
Membership Secretary Tel: 01236 735533
Email: treasurer@forthandclyde.org.uk

This article first appeared in the magazine 
‘Scottish Local History’

Early Canal Rallies

Our Present Fleet in Action, Voyager, Maryhill and Gipsy Princess
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THERE’S an enjoyable canal walk you can do 
in London if you have a couple of spare hours 
before catching the train home to Glasgow or 
Edinburgh. This route takes in Regent’s Canal 
and the London Canal Museum, and is about 
7km (4½ miles) long.

First, save some street pounding by taking 
the tube to Great Portland Street, Regent’s 
Park or Baker Street stations, then head into 
the Park itself. Head north alongside the 
Boating Lake, I followed the very attractive 
east side, look out for the herons and other 
water birds. Exit the Park by the Charlebert 
Bridge over the canal and drop down onto the 
towpath, and head northeast.

I was soon passed by the Lady A public 
cruise boat with a full complement of 
passengers, and then came across a colourful 
collection of over thirty moored cruising 

barges. A little further on, a pirates castle with 
attendant long boat and kayaks revealed the 
local Community Boating Activities centre.

If you hear some lions roaring or see a 
giraffe peering over at you from high above, 
don’t worry, London Zoo is just across the 
canal. Around here at the North Gate there 
was a massive explosion in 1874 which, 
according to the ‘Illustrated London News’ 
“cost several lives, and much damage to 
housing... This was the blowing up of a barge 
laden with petroleum and gunpowder for 
blasting”.

There is a lively open air market by Camden 
Lock, including very invigorating fresh 
orange juice, squashed while you watch. 
Canal engineering is on show with a double 
lock basin, and two more locks just below. 
Engineer James Morgan built twin locks, one 

Waiting for the train home? 
Take a canal walk

Canoe action at Camden Lock
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up and one down, to act as side ponds 
for each other and help to save water. 
Head for nearby Camden Town tube 
station if you are running short of time.

Now comes a long straight stretch with 
about twenty house boats double parked, 
main line railway bridge (remember your 
train!), Gasholder Park with its amazing 
cylindrical flats, St Pancreas Yacht Basin 
with another forty or so boats, another 
dock and side weir, and Battlebridge 
Basin on the off side. A little further on 
brings you to the portal of the Islington 
Canal (a steam tug hauled the boats 
through in 1826).

Turn back and head up to Caledonian 
Road Bridge (appropriately named!) 
and follow city streets back to King’s 
Cross or Euston. If you have time (and 
it’s not a Monday) call in at London 
Canal Museum on New Wharf Road, 
Battlebridge Basin, for displays, activities 
and boat trips.

Regent’s Canal
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IN FOCUS

NOBODY who reads a 
newspaper or who listens 
to the news can fail to be 
aware of the challenges 
now facing organisations 
like Scottish Canals. The 
public finances are at their 
weakest for decades, and 
the economic outlook 

is bleak. For a public corporation that has 
historically depended on a mix of public 
subsidy and leisure spending things could 
hardly be more serious.

We have fared better than many public 
bodies in recent years, but the level of revenue 
subsidy that we receive has still fallen in real 
terms throughout my period as Chair. Income 
from boating covers only 5% of our costs, 
and we depend heavily on the invaluable 
volunteer input of FCCS members and 
others. No surprise then that the board has 
put financial sustainability at the top of our 
strategic priorities, including a need to further 
increase volunteer and philanthropic support.

As the Canals and Rivers Trust down south 
is finding, delivering a financially sustainable 
canal system is no easy task. Reliable sources 
of income must be developed, and costs 
ruthlessly controlled. New skills must be 
acquired, and an ever more commercial and 

entrepreneurial culture established. This is 
both a transformative and a cathartic time for 
all of us who care about Scotland’s canals. 

Our external audit report for 2016/17 
highlights just how much we have achieved 
so far. Since 2012 our earned income has 
almost doubled, an accomplishment enabling 
us to maintain many of the services on which 
FCCS members depend. But we are still a long 
way from being able to sleep easily at nights. 
Costs continue to rise, and looking after 
canal infrastructure is an expensive business. 
Maintaining navigational services is going to 
get harder before it begins to ease.

Of course it would be easy to take a short-
term view. We could ignore mounting long-
term liabilities and focus simply on delivering 
jam for today. That would be irresponsible, 
and future generations would rightly curse 
us for it. We are now in one of those periods 
of belt tightening that afflict every country 
and organisation from time to time. A big 
thank you to every member of FCCS for 
your continuing support as we find our way 
through this difficult period.

Many thanks to Andrew Thin, Chair of Scottish 
Canals, for this article which is based on an 
address to the FCCS AGM on 25.11.17, written 
before the recent closure announcement.

Canal Challenges by Andrew Thin

Neptune’s Staircase
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WE HAVE five heritage walks lined up for you 
to enjoy in February and March, all with a 
canal flavour and plenty of other local history. 
All walks are led by your Canal News editor, 
Paul Carter.

Kilsyth – Friday 9 February
This walk starts at Kilsyth Library in the 
Burngreen at 10:30am and will take in the 
Garrell Burn, mining heritage, Kelvin walkway, 
Forth and Clyde Canal at Deil’s Elbow and 
Auchinstarry Quarry. The walk is about 5km 
(3 miles) long, will take about 2 to 2½ hours, 
and is on surfaced paths. It is part of North 
Lanarkshire Libraries health week and is 
run with Friends of Kelvin Valley. (Hope you 
spotted this on our website)

Kilsyth – Sat/Sun 17/18 February
Starting 2:00pm at Colzium House front door, 
these walks will take in Colzium Estate, canal 
feeder lade and Banton Loch which is the main 
supply reservoir for the eastern end of the 
canal. The walks will be about 3 to 4km long 
depending on how much of the Estate we take 
in, and will be on surfaced paths throughout. 
They are run by Friends of Kelvin Valley as 

part of Colzium’s annual snowdrop festival. 
Colzium House and walled garden will be 
open, as will the cafe.
Colzium Estate is on the A803 on the eastern 
edge of Kilsyth.

Kirkintilloch – Saturday 3 March
This walk starts at Townhead canal bridge, 
Cowgate at 10:30am and will take in both 
sides of the canal between Southbank Marina 
and Hillhead Bridge, featuring boat building 
and ironworks heritage. The walk is about 
(1½ miles) long, will take about 1½ hours, 
and is on surfaced paths. It is part of East 
Dunbartonshire History Week.

Twechar – Saturday 10 March
This walk starts at Twechar Healthy Living 
Centre, just off Main Street, at 10:30am 
and will take in Shirva Glen, St Flannan’s 
Pit, Shirva Pend and Stables and the canal, 
including mining and canal heritage. The 
walk is about 5km (3 miles) long, will take 
2 to 2½ hours, and is on surfaced paths. It is 
run by Friends of Kelvin Valley as part of East 
Dunbartonshire History Week. Followed by 
free soup & roll, and a mining display.

Remember this? Canal 
Heritage Walk, Dumbreck 

Nature Reserve, Kilsyth

Fancy a walk?
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SplashBack From The Canal News Archives

Thirty Years Ago
‘Battle of the Bridges’ was our front page story, 
describing our fight for a 3.3m clearance for 
new bridges over the existing (low) water 
level, to allow for future raising of water 
levels. 

We lost that one, which means water levels 
on the summit pound can never be raised 
to original levels. Other stories included our 
representations to the canal’s Local Plan public 
enquiry, report on our new Gipsy Project at 
Auchinstarry, and our Society Ceilidh Dance 
with the ‘Galivanters’.

Twenty Years Ago
Our lead story ‘A Journey of Discovery’ 
described an epic canal pub crawl as ‘research’ 
for a Millennium Link pub guide, starting in 
Edinburgh. 

(Ceilidh’s? Pub Crawls? puts our afternoon 
tea cruises into context, are we getting old or 
something? Ed)

Ten Years Ago
Santa Cruises added over £1,000 to the 
Society’s funds with nearly 500 children and 
parents carried. Gipsy Princess was Santa’s 
(Tommy Lawton’s) floating grotto, with 
Voyager as floating ticket office plus mince 
pies and teas. 
Last year we did seven days (28 trips) of Santa 
Cruises for Nonna’s Kitchen, Kirkintilloch.

From the archives...
Bridges have always been a battleground.  This 
SCRAN picture shows Castlecary bascule bridge 
on the busy Glasgow to Stirling road.  This was the 
M80 folks! (three bridges later) – written before the 
latest bridge bombshell.
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In Memoriam: Robert McLeod

EARLY IN December last year news broke of 
the untimely passing of Robert McLeod of 
Scottish Canals. He died on the 7th December 
at the Queen Elizabeth University Hospital, 
Glasgow, as a consequence of a tragic car 
accident on 28th November. He was 58 years 
of age.

Robert began employment with the then 
British Waterways Scotland in 1997 and was 
based at the Glasgow workshops adjacent 
to BWS headquarters. He was a supervisor 
on the Lowland Canals throughout the 
renaissance of the canals. During this time he 
became well known among the community 
who use the canals in our various ways, and 
with his role putting him at the sharp end of 
customer/ provider issues. 

Being a big man in both stature and 
temperament Robert was never phased by 
what was often conflict. By never promising 
what he could not deliver, but often delivering 
more than might have been expected, he 
became well respected and liked by those who 
knew him. In recent years he had been based 
in Falkirk.

As well as involvement with the day to 

day provision and maintenance of the canal 
structure Robert was a regular BWS boatman 
from early on in the reopening of the canals 
and was often to be seen moving BWS boats 
around the system. When Prince Charles 
formally reopened the Forth and Clyde Canal 
at the then “New Sea Lock” at Grangemouth 
on 12 June 2001, Robert skippered the 
Millennium Link bringing him to the lock. 
Almost certainly a Lowland Canal first.

Robert was not all about canals and he 
had many other interests and talents; he 
played guitar which he learnt as a teenager, 
and sang in various bands and enjoyed song 
writing, poetry, photography, art, and had  a 
passionate  love of motorcycles. 

His wife Alison is known to many of us 
from her time working at Scottish Canals 
headquarters, in Glasgow and our thoughts 
go to her and Roberts’s two sons Martin & 
Fraser. We have all been shocked by this 
terrible event and in the words of one of his 
colleagues “We have lost a real character, 
a great friend and a hard-working and 
passionate canal man”. 

Jim McLachlan
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SOCIETY NEWS

Society AGM
Members crowded into the Society’s offices 
at Kirkintilloch’s Southbank Marina to hear 
reports of another successful year and plans 
for the year ahead. We have had yet another 
bumper year of charters, members cruises, 
society meetings and events. 

Chairman Robert Welsh thanked all members 
for continued support and all the committee 
for their work. All committee members were 
re-elected. See ‘Chairman’s Chat’ on pages 2 
and 3 for further thoughts.

Hard Hitting
Scottish Canals’ chair Andrew Thin gave 
Society members a hard hitting report on 
problems faced in running the canals, and 
how canal society members can help. See 
Andrew Thin’s article on page 14.

In the Black Again
A very healthy financial situation was revealed 
by Robert Irvine who presented the treasurer’s 
report and annual accounts. 

The Society made a surplus of just over 
£8,000 pounds, with income for the year of 
£26,938 and expenditure of £18,897. Running 
our fleet of canal boats accounted for the 
bulk of both income and expenditure. Cash 
savings, at the date of the AGM, were just over 
£40,000, much of which is held in reserve 
to cover future major repair/renovation/
replacement costs.

Members accepted the annual report and 
financial statements prepared for the Society 
by our Independent Examiner Wylie & Bisset 
LLP. This included Report of the Trustees, 
Independent Examiners report, Statement 
of Financial Activities, Balance Sheet and 
Notes to Accounts. Members agreed to re-

Birthday celebrations on a charter cruise
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appoint Wylie & Bisset LLP for a further year. 
The documents prepared by Wylie & Bisset 
LLP have been submitted to the Office of the 
Scottish Charities Regulator (OSCR) and to 
Companies House. Copies were handed to 
members at the AGM.

Great Cruising Year
Stewart Procter told the AGM about the 
Society’s great cruising year, with 58 charters 
plus Saturday sailings, Society members 
cruises, open days, galas, ‘Doors Open’ events, 
etc.

Stewart also described the huge effort 
needed to keep our boats in full running 
order. This included fitting a new bow thruster 
access hatch to Voyager (thanks to Seagull 
Trust, Kirkintilloch, for use of their boat house 
to do this work), repainting Gipsy Princess 
and paintwork for Maryhill, among many 
other tasks.

Stewart also thanked all the crews, and all 
who keep the boats clean, make teas and all 
the other many tasks.

Membership Report
Robert Irvine reported that we currently have 
195 members, having lost 16 members over 
the year but gaining 8 new members. 

He also noted that a number of the new 
members have become actively involved in the 
running of our boats.

The meeting elected to keep subscriptions at 
their current level.

Santa Cruises
Voyager was host to Santa for Nonna’s Kitchen 
in Kirkintilloch for seven Saturdays and 
Sundays throughout December. Members 
decorated the boat beautifully for the events. 
Customers enjoyed breakfast in the restaurant, 
an appointment with Santa on Voyager, and a 
short cruise when ice permitted. 

The events were so popular that Nonna’s 
Kitchen has already chartered Voyager for 
5 wine tasting cruises between May and 
September, and a further 9 days (36 trips) of 
Santa trips in December.

Tucking in on a cruise Sunny Bowling
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SOCIETY NEWS
Tall Ship
Society members enjoyed a special visit to the 
Tall Ship in Glasgow in November, and got a 
‘behind the scenes’ tour of the workshop and 
discussion on future projects. The Tall Ship 
organisers are looking at the possibility of 
building two canal boats helping people in 
local communities to learn and share heritage 
skills in the area. They are currently working 
on restoring one of the World War II ‘small 
ships’. Our Society is discussing a partnership 
with the Tall Ship and the Universityof the 
West of Scotland to progress this.

Members Events
Members enjoyed our traditional New 
Year cruise on January 2nd, followed by a 
Members lunch on January 20th. 

Evening meetings to come are a talk by a 
Ranger from Mugdock Park , Milngavie, on 
February 22nd and Riki & Jim’s Irish canal 
tour on March 22nd. 

Members evening cruises start on May 2nd, 
and Saturday sailings start on 5th May. Five 
canal related walks are also coming up in 
February & March. See Events listing on back 
page.

The Tall Ship Glenlee

Restoration work in progress
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Crew Training
Crew training sessions are held on most 
Wednesday evenings from 18th April through 
to the end of August. 

Training is mainly on the boats with 
supplementary indoor sessions. Activities 
include boat manoeuvring, rescue, boat 
handling, boat husbandry, sound signals and 
lights, rope handling and vessel knowledge. 

In addition there will be monthly refresher 
sessions for the Society’s ten certified 
Boatmasters’, starting in May. New crews are 
always welcomed; please get in touch (see 
page 23).

Membership Renewal
Included with this issue of Canal News are 
your membership renewal reminder letter 
and a copy of your membership record. 
Membership is due for renewal on 1st March 
each year. 
Can those members who pay by Standing 
Order please check, either on line or with your 
bank, to ensure that your payment date is 1st 
March, and that it is for the correct amount. 
Subscription rates for the various categories 
are noted on the renewal reminder letter.

If your membership category has changed 
e.g. Ordinary to Family or Family to Pensioner 
please contact the Membership Secretary so 

he is aware what suffix should be on your 
membership number and therefore what 
amount he should expect to receive from you.

Data Protection Act
The General Data Protection Regulation 
will come into force on 28th May and will 
require all members to make a return on 
an annual basis. The four statements at the 
bottom of your membership record must be 
ticked, where appropriate, and the complete 
form must be returned to the Membership 
Secretary in the envelope provided, with your 
subscription if you do not pay by Standing 
Order, or are a Life Member. Please ensure you 
put a stamp on the envelope or we will have 
to pay a minimum of £1.50 to recover each 
letter without a stamp.

Gift Aid
The Society’s Gift Aid submission for 2017 is 
now prepared and will have been submitted 
to HMRC by the time this copy of Canal News 
is issued.

Port Dundas
A group of Society members are looking into 
the possibility of running an event at Port 
Dundas to help revitalise this part of the canal.

Remember this? Maryhill beats the tide
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ABOUT CANAL NEWS
Canal News has been published since 1980 by the Forth and Clyde Canal Society. It contains 
news, articles and events, and is circulated three times a year to society members, libraries and 
public representatives. We welcome news items and short articles, with pictures if possible. 
Please get in touch by phone, post or e-mail. We look forward to hearing from you.
Many thanks to all who contributed articles, news, typing, computing and pictures for this 
issue and thanks to Friends of Kelvin Valley for production support. We do not normally 
attribute pictures, but if you would like an attribution, or we have used one without 
permission, please contact us and we will fully acknowledge in the next issue. 
Also please get in touch if you feel we have got facts wrong or you wish to challenge  
any opinions.

Contact Points
Editor Paul Carter, Woodlinn, High Banton, Kilsyth G65 0RA
 Tel: 01236 822437 e-mail: paulcarter1943@live.com
Printer: e-mail: cowanprint@btconnect.com  
Distribution: Rachel Forbes  
Final Copy Date: Next issue: 30th April, 2018
Head Office: Forth & Clyde Canal Society, Boat Users Block, Unit 4,  
 Strathkelvin Place, Southbank Marina, Kirkintilloch, G66 1XT

John Muir Way walkers join Voyager at Twechar

Please come and join us
Our Society started in 1980 and mounted 
a highly successful campaign to get the 
canal re-used and re-opened. Opening of the 
Millennium Link in 2001 capped our efforts 
and the canals are now open again from sea to 
sea, and from Glasgow to Edinburgh.

With the canal restored we aim to ensure 
its success by promoting it, using it and 
representing the views of its users. We run a 
fleet of three boats which give around 3000 
people the chance to get afloat every year, 
through charters, school cruises, public trips 
and events.

We also go for walks, hold meetings, give 
talks and lobby the powers that be. Our 
Canal News and Website keeps members up 
to date with news and views. We have plenty 
of volunteering opportunities you can join in 
and help with our many activities, or simply be 
a canal ‘friend’ with your subscription.
Annual subscriptions are £25 family 

membership, £20 member, £12 students and 
pensioners. Please join on one of our boat trips 
or events, or contact:

The Membership Secretary 
83 Glenacre Road 
North Carbrain 
Cumbernauld G67 2NT 
Tel: 01236 735533

Come and  
enjoy our many 
activities from 

boat crewing and 
maintenance to  

talks and  
walks. 
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Chairman/Webmaster 
Robert Welsh 0141 560 6335
Vice Chair / Training 
Jim McLachlan 0141 956 3579
Secretary / Company Secretary 
Christine Hammell 0141 561 1953
Treasurer / Membership / Bookings 
Robert Irvine 01236 735533
President 
Guthrie Hutton

Items of clothing branded with 
Society logo for sale
Baseball Cap £5.00
Beanie Hat £5.00
Sweatshirt £15.00
Fleece £20.00
Hooded Top £20.00
Polo Shirt £13.50
Contact A. Welsh on 0141 560 6335  
for orders or email:  
forthandclydecanalsociety@hotmail.co.uk  
for more information

Forth & Clyde Canal  
Society Executive

Enjoy our Canal 
Informatrix
Keep in touch with us in a variety of ways:-

WEB SITE Visit our website www.
forthandclyde.org.uk for latest news, events, 
and background information. Contact our 
webmaster if you wish to help, at our email 
address.

E-MAIL ALERTS keep up with the latest events 
etc. Join our email circulation list by contacting 
our webmaster on forthandclydecanalsociety@
hotmail.com

       make friends with us on Facebook

       Join us on Twitter

www.forthandclyde.org.uk

Forth and Clyde Canal Society

Some items have limited stock / sizes and can be 
ordered but will incur an additional charge
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Spring Events 2018
FEBRUARY
Saturday 17th / Sunday 18th Heritage Walks
Colzium, Kilsyth, Snowdrop Festival at 2:00pm
See page 15 for details

Thursday 22nd Society Members Talk
EDLC Ranger on Mugdock Park. Society Office, 
Southbank Marina, Kirkintilloch at 7:30pm

MARCH
Saturday 3rd Society Members Walk
Meet at Townhead canal bridge, Cowgate, 
Kirkintilloch at 10:30am. See page 15 for details

Saturday 10th Heritage Walk
Meet at Twechar Healthy Living Centre at 
10:30am, Free lunch! See page 15 for details.

Thursday 22nd Society Members Talk
Two Men in a Boat - Riki & Jim’s Irish Canal 
Holiday Slideshow and Talk. Society Office, 
Southbank Marina, Kirkintilloch at 7:30pm

APRIL
Wednesday 18th Crew Training Starts
Meet at Society Moorings opposite The Stables, 
Glasgow Road Bridge, West of Kirkintilloch at 
7:15pm for a 7:30pm start.

MAY
Wednesday 2nd First Society Members and 
Friends Cruise of the Season
Meet at Society Moorings opposite The Stables, 
Glasgow Road Bridge, West of Kirkintilloch at 
7:15pm for a 7:30pm start.

Saturday 5th Public Cruises Start
Check Infomatrix on page 23.

JUNE
Wednesday 6th Society Members and  
Friends Cruise
Meet at Society Moorings opposite The Stables, 
Glasgow Road Bridge, West of Kirkintilloch at 
7:15pm for a 7:30pm start.

KEEP UP TO DATE: For updates and further 
information see our ‘Canal Informatrix’ on p23


